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One of my favorite verses from the Holy Bible is etched in Galatians 6: 10 — “Therefore,
as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the
family of believers.”

Last night, after the Burma Update event held at our church, I went home and watched
“Extreme Home Makeover” on ABC. | had watched one other episode while visiting
Mele in El Paso in February.

This last episode was filmed in Louisiana. The Gulf Coast States are still in need of much
help. What the Extreme Makeover Crew did was rebuild a church destroyed by Katrina:
The Noah’s Ark Baptist Church. It was emotionally amazing to see the community come
together to rebuild a church that was still functioning and reaching out for the past two
plus years since Katrina. It was time to do something for the Pastor and the people of
Noah’s Ark Baptist Church.

The church here and around the world like that city “set on a hill”” has much opportunity
to reach - reach out in loving kindness and generosity. Opportunity is all around us -
there’s no end to opportunity.

Let us too, look forward to those opportunities the Lord provides for us to love and serve.
And let us not overlook those who belong to the household of faith — “The family of
believers.” (Galatians 6:10)

As Jesus is the Way, may our complete trust be in Him alone. r"'m

The Lord bless you and yours,

Pastor Rehder
Family of
Believers
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Help our local neighbors in need by providing requested #
breakfast items right away or preparing and serving + " 8 # *$
dinner on June 24, 25 or 26. Please see the Family + <=2 "
Ministry board for details and to sign up. Direct any " ( ) % ) (
questions to Jennifer G. Thank you for taking the time to * 47 #$

reach out to those in need in our community.




This month we highlight Pilgrim Lutheran Preschool and its director, Stephanie H. Our
children are our future. Please read about this exciting ministry.
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Name: Stephanie H

Occupation: Director of Preschool

Birth date: December 12; Baptized: January 6

Born in: Pekin, Illinois on a Sunday morning while my dad, a
vicar, was preaching a sermon.

Husband: Allen H, teacher and athletic director at Concordia
Lutheran School

Children/ grandchildren: 3 daughters; Rachel, Rebekah,
Sarah;1 son in law: Scott; 1 granddaughter: Gracie, 16 mo
Hobbies: Sewing, mostly prom/bridesmaid dresses painting:
not the artsy kind but walls/siding/furniture

Favorite bible verse: Genesis 1:1 1 like the reminder that
from the beginning God is present and powerful and
everything exists by his design
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Sunday May 18" - What an exceptional day!

The day started with a Bible study comparing the Jewish tradition of marriage and how the groom, after announcing the
engagement would go back to his father’s house and build a room for him and his family to the verses found in John 14:1-
3 (In my Father’s house are many rooms...and prepare a place for you). Followed by a wonderful service and a Spirit-
filled message by Pastor Jim. During the service we were all asked to participate in a special ‘Kid Kit” program of
preparing hygiene Kits along with a toy for orphan children in Cambodia. Jessica W, one or our preschool teachers, will be
going to Cambodia in late July to deliver these kits. See Jessica or Pam R for more information.

Next was our Spring Voter’s Meeting and we learned that Jennifer G would soon be a mom and would be leaving her
position as our Family Ministry Director. Hearing that Ruth Ann S was available to replace Jennifer eased some of the
shock. The congregation then voted in favor of hiring Ruth Ann and made the appropriate adjustments to this year’s
budget allowing her to start mid-September before Jennifer’s departure into motherhood. At the meeting Pastor Jim gave
an excellent presentation on the vision for Pilgrim and how the church will be offering many new classes and seminars
including one designed to help us discover and understand our Spiritual gifts. Before the meeting concluded we heard an
update on the building program and got a view of the new web site.

Later that day the Outreach Ministry Team sponsored a dinner, which was prepared by our very own gourmet chef,

Kailash U! This traditional India Cuisine was incredible; ask anyone who was there! The dinner was followed by an update
of the condition of Burma (AKA Myanmar). Not necessarily about the aftermath of Cyclone Nargis but the ongoing
tyranny and the incredible oppression the people of Burma are enduring. Speaking were Laurie D and several other
missionaries that were recently there and the information was overwhelming. One might even ask ‘How can God let this
happen?’ | wish | knew the answer but the answer for us is clear, we need to help and help in a big way. They need our
money and our prayers! The Free Burma Rangers (see www.freeburmarangers.org) is a Christian led humanitarian
organization dedicated to the people of this multi-cultural country. See Pam R for more information and how you can help
out.

What a day! Praise be to God!! God’s Word taught and preached, a partnership with the preschool, a vision and plan for
the future and a mission outreach offered. To Him be the glory! Amen.

Oh I almost forgot, the youth and others went mid-day to see Prince Caspian, book number two in C.S. Lewis’ series,
“The Chronicles of Narnia.” C.S. Lewis not only was he one of the greatest Christian apologists he also wrote several
Christian stories for children including the “Chronicles of Narnia.” I hear this one’s a must see!
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