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I’m writing this article on the day after our Easter celebration.  What a glorious day indeed! 

 

The sights, sounds and even smells of Resurrection, new life, real life and people alive together embraced 

us all. 

 

In the Epistle Reading yesterday we heard this read: “Set your minds on things that are above…”   

(Colossians 3: 2) 

 

This is wise counsel from God’s Word.  Living the resurrected life as “Easter People” is the promise of 

God in Christ Jesus:  The Way, The Truth and The Life! 

 

So much of life is shaped and even defined by what is attractive to us.  So often the eyes of our mind focus 

on that which is attractive, beautiful or even acceptable by the world’s standards. 

 

So often the world’s encouragement and instruction is to live for one-self, but the resurrected life gives us 

the power to live for Jesus and for others. 

 

The resurrection hope and life we receive from Jesus gives us the power to allow compassion, patience, 

forgiveness and, most of all,  loving ministry and service to unleash the peace and the power of Jesus 

Christ in our lives and our relationships. 

 

To be raised with Christ does not mean that we are “at all times and all places” instantaneously perfect.  

But it is to choose each day to “put to death that which is of the world” because we are no longer afraid to 

live our lives in Christ and for Christ. 

 

To be raised with Christ means to see our lives and live our lives from an eternal perspective.  Now, each 

day can be lived as a foretaste of the feast to come! 

 

And so the song of resurrection, of hope, of celebration and of servanthood ministry continues and is 

indeed, unending! 

 

As Jesus is the Way, may our complete trust be in Him alone! 

 

Pastor Jim 
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Early (But not premature) Easter! 

 

I am sure that I am not the only one that was surprised by the early arrival of Easter this year. It seems 

so…unnatural! It seemed that we just finished Christmas and then it was time for Lent and then Easter and its 

still March! Fortunately the early arrival of Easter did not take anything away from the message of Easter.  

 

In preparing for the Good Friday acoustic play this year I often stopped and thought about Jesus on that cross. I 

know I will never fully understand what He went through during those nights and days leading up to and 

including His death. Paul tells us He became sin for our sakes (2 Corinthians 5:21) which only starts me thinking 

about questions like did He get a “discount rate” (forgive me if that sounds disrespectful but please read on) for 

dying for all sins at one time or did he suffer the full load of all of our sins? Obviously He did not receive any 

“discount” He bore the full load of all of our sins, those from our past and those yet future.  

 

Why would He do that? Why does He love me so much? I don’t think there is another subject that brings tears to 

my eyes faster than pondering those questions. I certainly don’t deserve this love! I wholeheartedly agree with 

Martin Luther when we he describes our sinful condition as “poor miserable sinners!” Me a sinner, how could 

God love me? The Bible is very clear He loves us all!  

 

So what is my response to His love? Jesus quoted Deuteronomy more than any other book in the Bible and He 

quoted what is often called the “Shema” (meaning hear or listen) more than once: “Love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind.” (Variations found in 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:37; Mark 12:29-31 and Luke 10:27) My only response would be to love Him 

back! Then comes another big question, how do I do that? Perhaps you have pondered that one too?  

 

Jesus, Paul, Peter, John and James all tell us our love will be seen in what we do, what we say and how we do 

things. Are we making Jesus a priority in our lives? Are we seen being active Christians? Do we have a hunger 

for God’s Word? Do we stand up for what is right? Is our love obvious to the world? I often ask myself if 

Christianity ever became illegal would there be enough evidence to convict me?  

 

Easter is over for another year or is it? What Jesus did on Easter lives on. What Jesus did lives on in each of us! 

Let us recommit our lives to Him right now. Let us put Jesus our number one priority in 2008. Moments like this 

remind me of that great verse in Revelation 3:20 “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 

voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.” What is wrong with this picture? He 

is standing outside! I don’t know about you but I’m going to the door right now! 
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