
�

�

�

�

�

�

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

                                                                                                                           

�

�

�

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Reflections 

Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
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I’m writing this article on the day after our Easter celebration.  What a glorious day indeed! 

 

The sights, sounds and even smells of Resurrection, new life, real life and people alive together embraced 

us all. 

 

In the Epistle Reading yesterday we heard this read: “Set your minds on things that are above…”   

(Colossians 3: 2) 

 

This is wise counsel from God’s Word.  Living the resurrected life as “Easter People” is the promise of 

God in Christ Jesus:  The Way, The Truth and The Life! 

 

So much of life is shaped and even defined by what is attractive to us.  So often the eyes of our mind focus 

on that which is attractive, beautiful or even acceptable by the world’s standards. 

 

So often the world’s encouragement and instruction is to live for one-self, but the resurrected life gives us 

the power to live for Jesus and for others. 

 

The resurrection hope and life we receive from Jesus gives us the power to allow compassion, patience, 

forgiveness and, most of all,  loving ministry and service to unleash the peace and the power of Jesus 

Christ in our lives and our relationships. 

 

To be raised with Christ does not mean that we are “at all times and all places” instantaneously perfect.  

But it is to choose each day to “put to death that which is of the world” because we are no longer afraid to 

live our lives in Christ and for Christ. 

 

To be raised with Christ means to see our lives and live our lives from an eternal perspective.  Now, each 

day can be lived as a foretaste of the feast to come! 

 

And so the song of resurrection, of hope, of celebration and of servanthood ministry continues and is 

indeed, unending! 

 

As Jesus is the Way, may our complete trust be in Him alone! 

 

Pastor Jim 
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Early (But not premature) Easter! 

 

I am sure that I am not the only one that was surprised by the early arrival of Easter this year. It seems 

so…unnatural! It seemed that we just finished Christmas and then it was time for Lent and then Easter and its 

still March! Fortunately the early arrival of Easter did not take anything away from the message of Easter.  

 

In preparing for the Good Friday acoustic play this year I often stopped and thought about Jesus on that cross. I 

know I will never fully understand what He went through during those nights and days leading up to and 

including His death. Paul tells us He became sin for our sakes (2 Corinthians 5:21) which only starts me thinking 

about questions like did He get a “discount rate” (forgive me if that sounds disrespectful but please read on) for 

dying for all sins at one time or did he suffer the full load of all of our sins? Obviously He did not receive any 

“discount” He bore the full load of all of our sins, those from our past and those yet future.  

 

Why would He do that? Why does He love me so much? I don’t think there is another subject that brings tears to 

my eyes faster than pondering those questions. I certainly don’t deserve this love! I wholeheartedly agree with 

Martin Luther when we he describes our sinful condition as “poor miserable sinners!” Me a sinner, how could 

God love me? The Bible is very clear He loves us all!  

 

So what is my response to His love? Jesus quoted Deuteronomy more than any other book in the Bible and He 

quoted what is often called the “Shema” (meaning hear or listen) more than once: “Love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind.” (Variations found in 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:37; Mark 12:29-31 and Luke 10:27) My only response would be to love Him 

back! Then comes another big question, how do I do that? Perhaps you have pondered that one too?  

 

Jesus, Paul, Peter, John and James all tell us our love will be seen in what we do, what we say and how we do 

things. Are we making Jesus a priority in our lives? Are we seen being active Christians? Do we have a hunger 

for God’s Word? Do we stand up for what is right? Is our love obvious to the world? I often ask myself if 

Christianity ever became illegal would there be enough evidence to convict me?  

 

Easter is over for another year or is it? What Jesus did on Easter lives on. What Jesus did lives on in each of us! 

Let us recommit our lives to Him right now. Let us put Jesus our number one priority in 2008. Moments like this 

remind me of that great verse in Revelation 3:20 “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 

voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.” What is wrong with this picture? He 

is standing outside! I don’t know about you but I’m going to the door right now! 
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From the Board of Elders we bring you Sherman P. Get to know more                                                   

about Sherman below. 
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Name: Sherman H. P 

Birth date: 12/24 

Birth place: Phoenix, AZ. 

Occupation: Software Support Engineer 

Spouse’s name: Traci 

Children: N/A 

Hobbies: Lifting weights, Movies, Music 

A little known fact about Sherman: I am an only child. 

Favorite scripture verse: John 3:16 

Why is it special to me? It is special to me because                                                                     

it is so powerful and says it all��
�
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Name: August (Gus) H 

Birth date: October 4 

Birth place: Los Angeles, CA 

Occupation: I’m a Developer at Microsoft,                           

currently working on the Zune project. 

Spouse’s name: Nancy 

Children: Two sons – David and Aaron 

Hobbies: Guitar, Wine & Photography 

A little known fact about August: I’m an avid 

MMORPG player. That’s a massively multiplayer online 

role playing game! I’ve played Asheron’s Call, Everquest, 

Star Wars Galaxies and yes, World of Warcraft.  

Favorite Scripture Verse: 1 John 1:8-9 “If we claim to 

be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 

us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness.” 

Why is it special to me? It’s my confirmation verse and a 

great reassurance to all of us of the promise of forgiveness 

we have from God. 
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!����	�"�David C, father of Mark C, comfort from pain and peace as he prepares for                            double 

surgeries next week. First: aorta value in his heart on 3/25 and a couple days later…….                                                              

Second: repair his back to stop the pain; Stephanie H & family, peace as they mourn the recent  

loss of her mother-in-law, Louise.; Josephine P & Jameson S and their families ( Preschool students) peace as 

they mourn the loss of their grandfather, Marlyn J. on 3/16; Dave C, peace and comfort as he receives hospice 

care in a nursing facility; Sarah W, peace as she receives physical therapy for nerve damage of inner ear; Ed K, 

comfort and peace as he continues to receive treatment for Non- Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 

�

#�����	�	����������$�
��$�����	�������	�"�Marlene B, Jeanette B, Gene C, Mark E, Sharon E, Aelena E, 

Nan H, Jon M, Haley Oz, Tony P, Jill P (Mark & family), Melody P, Blenda P, Alice R, Shirley R, Lisa S, 

Sam S, Paulette S, Jolene W, Bruni W, Jeri Y����

�

%�����"�Louise H, mother-in-law of Stephanie H;  Marlyn J, grandfather of Josephine P & Jameson S 

(preschool students); Lusheng C, father of Larry C; Eldon F, brother of Aletha B; Helen G, aunt of Shirley R. 

We pray for these families who have lost loved ones.����

�

&�������$������������'�	���	�������������"�Craig S, Korea (Ruth Ann, Clinton and Lisa); Mele R, Fort Bliss, 

Texas (Pastor Jim, Pam & Josh)����Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our 

time of need.  Amen 

�
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 We have two “prayer time” opportunities 

devoted only to prayer with a special 

emphasis on the ministry of intercessory 

prayer.   There is a “Morning Prayer Band” 

from 7:45 – 8:15am prior to the 8:30am 

Worship meeting in the Fellowship Hall!  

There is an “Afternoon Prayer Band” from 

12:15 – 12:45pm after the 11:00am Worship 

meeting in the office I occupy.  All are 

invited to participate.  You may “call in” any 

prayer requests to the church office (425-

454-1162) or place any prayer requests in the 

“PRAYER BAND” box located in the 

Narthex.  On those Sundays when we have 

one worship at 9:30am, the “Prayer Band” 

will meet from 8:45-9:15am in the office I 

occupy!                                  
�
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Sunday, April 6, 2008 at 8:30 & 11:00am 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, April 13, 2008 at 8:30* & 11:00*am 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

Sunday, April 20, 2008 at 8:30 & 11:00am 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, April 27, 2008 at 8:30* & 11:00*am 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

 

*   Indicates Holy Communion Worship 
�
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NOTICE:      Peggy P will be on vacation from 4/7 thru 4/21/2008.����
          Office hours  will be: Est. 8:00am–2:00pm Monday – Thursday 
                               Fridays Closed  ( until Peggy returns) 

�

The church answering service will be checked periodically through-out the days and                                                                                 

Pastor Jim, Jennifer G and Tammy W will have the office open during the above                                                         

estimated hours. Please leave a message when you call and someone will get back to you as soon as possible.         

Thank you.  
�

Good Friday Acoustic Play 

 

I would like to thank everyone who participated in this 

year’s Good Friday acoustic play “For Us He Died.” 

Every time I have done this play it affects me 

emotionally and this year was no different. I hope and 

pray that everyone who attended also had a “close 

encounter!” 

 

Here is the cast (in order of appearance): 

 

Judas   Pastor Arthur W 

Caiaphas  Pastor Jim R 

Annas   Mike F 

Peter   Dave H 

Jesus   Nate P 

John   Aaron H 

Roman 1  Craig B 

Slave   Gus H 

Woman 1  Kara P 

Witness  Aaron H 

Woman 2  Nan H 

Priest 1  John F 

Pilate   Bob B 

Guard   Darrell S 

Rooster  Himself 

Priest 2  Dave H 

Herod   Wayne S 

Roman 2   Gus H 

Thief 1   Pastor Arthur W 

Thief 2   Mike F 

Mary   Ann S 

Grieving Woman Renata J 

 

Please join me in thanking everyone,  

�������
�

Preschool News 
It’s a joyful time.  We celebrate our                                                                                    

Savior’s resurrection. Our classrooms                                                                     

resound with young children shouting                                                                  

“Jesus is Alive”.  

 

 The young children in our classrooms are “concrete 

thinkers.”  Their minds don’t comprehend abstract 

concepts.  How can they understand who Jesus is and 

what He did for us?  They do not understand…they 

believe. 

 

It seems young children are the opposite of the 

Emmaus disciples.  They don’t know or remember all 

the facts.  They can retell bit and pieces of the stories 

of Jesus.  They do believe the Gospel truth we share 

with them.  The Holy Spirit opens their eyes to the 

truth in the bible.  They jump and shout for joy, “Jesus 

is alive!” 

 

Preschool children will be sharing their love for Jesus 

in song when they sing in church on Sunday, April 20. 
�

���	
�������
Preschool Director 

�
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February Official Acts 

 

� Aidan M, infant son of Nathaniel and 

Kelly M. on February 3, 2008 at 11:00 

AM service. 

�
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So…What’s going on? 

 

“Well, I heard…”  No, no, no.  That’s not the correct response to the question!  What’s really going on? That’s a 

great question. Unfortunately there are times…like now…when so much is going on at Pilgrim that it’s difficult 

to get everyone’s attention or to make certain that everyone knows what’s happening. This is why all members 

should read the newsletter, the service bulletins and listen to the Sunday announcements. But, believe it or not, 

that doesn’t always get the job done. 

 

Recently one of those ‘less-than-fully-understood-things’ going on at Pilgrim is about the ‘building program’.  

To fully understand this grist for the rumor mill, a little history is required. Several years ago a committee was 

formed to review the possibility of updating and improving some of Pilgrim’s facilities. This committee did a lot 

of research and after a lot of hard work they developed a program and drawings of a potential improvement 

project. Unfortunately this project was never reviewed or voted on by the congregation.  

 

Last year Pilgrim’s Council was asked to review the status of that project and a “Building Steering Committee” 

was formed to review the previous committee’s work and bring back any recommendations to the Council. 

Under this purview, the committee has been in the process of both reviewing the previous committee’s work and 

examining potential new ideas.  

 

A brief report was given at the last Voter’s Meeting for this purpose.  Monies were approved to develop some 

updated drawings for the twin purposes of soliciting discussion and get input from the congregation. Several 

“open-to-congregation” meetings were held and many of you offered your thoughts and opinions, as well as your 

desires to see Pilgrim’s facilities move forward.   

 

The Steering Committee is now in the process of developing what it believes to be the best response that, when 

ready, will be presented to the congregation along with a full breakdown of potential costs, funding options, etc. 

Please be patient as these discussions often invoke a great deal of emotion followed by rumors.  

 

One thing we’d like to avoid is a great deal of rumor being passed around as fact.  There has been some 

discussion about the upper rear wall of the Sanctuary being slightly modified to incorporate a potential second 

floor connection to the church office and the possible removal of the Parsonage as examples of what’s being 

spoken of as ‘done deals’.  These are only subjects of discussion, as nothing has been decided yet, so please 

don’t get excited just yet.  We’d still love to hear from you if you have any questions or thoughts.  If you have 

anything you’d like to discuss, please contact Craig B.  And…remember…this is all still in the idea stage, okay? 

 

God Bless!  

 

 

�

�
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High School WhirlyBall Event 

Sunday, April 6 (time TBD) 

Grades 8 – 12 

 

We’ll join area churches for a few hours of 

competitive fun! Grab a friend and sign-up on the 

Family Ministry board to guarantee your spot. 

FYI- WhrilyBall combines lacrosse, hockey & 

basketball with bumper cars for an exciting sports 

adventure. Contact Jennifer G for more 

information. 

Movie & Discussion                                                      

EXPELLED: No Intelligence Allowed 

Sunday, April 20 in the afternoon                                        

(exact time TBD pending theater scheduling) 

Recommended for Grades 6 through Adult 

 

Join us for a viewing of Ben Stein’s documentary 

that highlights ongoing attempts to prevent the 

teaching of Intelligent Design in our nation's public 

school system. Following the screening, we will 

gather for ice cream to reflect on the film. 

Information on group tickets will be available soon. 

You can view the trailer at 

www.expelledthemovie.com (please note that this 

movie is rated PG). Contact Jennifer G for more 

information. 
�

Join Hands Day – Service Opportunity 

Saturday, May 3 

Camp Lutherwood 

Grades 6 through Adult                                  

(younger children are encouraged to attend 

with a parent) 

 

Spend the day with area churches working on a 

number of camp improvement projects at Camp 

Lutherwood in Bellingham. You’ll need to bring 

some grubby clothes, a good attitude, and LOTS 

of energy! Contact Jennifer G for details. 
�

The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian 

Movie Event 

May 2008 (Date/time TBD) 

All Ages 

 

Watch for details coming soon for a group 

screening and movie event! You can view the 

trailer at www.narnia.com Contact Jennifer G 

with any questions��
�

Youth Progressive Dinner 

Saturday, June 7 (time TBD) 

Grades 8 – 12 

 

We’ll travel between Pilgrim, All Saints & 

Christ the King for a tasty course at each church. 

Watch for details as the date approaches. Contact 

Jennifer G with any questions.  
�

Youth Summer Mission Trip                                                        

(Yakama Reservation) 

July 13 – 18, 2008 

Grades 6 – 12 

 

Join us for a week serving Jesus through painting 

houses and leading a Kids Club on the Yakama 

Reservation in South-central Washington. Cost is 

$248/person and will be greatly offset by 

fundraising. A $50 non-refundable deposit is due 

to Jennifer G by Sunday, March 30 to guarantee 

a spot. Additional spots will be on a space-

available basis until trip capacity is met. Visit 

www.youthworks.com to learn more about the trip. 

Contact Jennifer G with any questions. 
�

Family Camping @ Valley Camp 

July 18 – 20 

All Ages 

Save the date!!! 
�

Vacation Bible School 

August 4 – 8, 2008 

More details coming soon!!! 

 

� �

Ladies Night Out 
Black Angus at Crossroads 
Friday, April 11 at 6:30pm 
Ladies of all ages are invited to come for a 
casual evening of food and fellowship. R.S.V.P. 
to Jenny T. 
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