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As you read this article in early March we will all experience the joy and celebration of Easter, 

of life and promise in about three weeks.  Soon we will hear what we have heard and said so 

many Easters before this one:  “He is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!”   

 

But, before Easter we must pass through Holy Week:  Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and 

Good Friday. 

 

The events of Holy Week happen in a flurry.  There is the joy of our Lord’s entrance into 

Jerusalem the last week of His life prior to Easter.  There is the betrayal on Thursday and His 

crucifixion and death on Friday – Good Friday.  And then there is the wait. 

 

I wonder what it was like for those on the inside of Jesus’ life between His death and His 

resurrection? 

 

What would be my level of faith?  How much fear would interrupt my faith?  Would I be alive in 

the promise of Jesus or dead in the doubt and disappointment of defeat? 

 

So much can cloud or confuse not only whose we are but who we are.  But let us remember… 

 

We are God’s people!  We are people who acknowledge Jesus as Lord and Savior!  We are 

Easter people – people of the empty tomb! 

 

Let us live as Easter people…Let us sing the song of Salvation and live it out to God’s glory as 

we “reach up” to God in worship, “reach in” to one another through encouragement and “reach 

out” to others who are in need of God’s touch: the touch of God from an Easter person. 

 

As Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life may our trust be in Him alone. 

 

Easter joy to your and yours,  

 

Pastor Jim 
� �
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On February 20th Pastor Jim gave me the opportunity to preach at one of the mid-week services. It was during 

my preparation for that sermon when God reintroduced me to some verses I had forgotten about from the book 

of 2nd Peter. Knowing that our Lenten theme this year was “Tears Tell the Story” and the evening’s readings 

were from 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 telling us we are children of light and John 16:17-34 about the time when 

Jesus explained that He would be leaving His disciples for a little while. I started to “assemble” my sermon notes 

beginning with the verses from 1 Thessalonians where Paul reminds his readers that we are “sons of the light and 

sons of the day” and that we should have nothing to do with darkness, as darkness is only good to sleep or hide 

our darkest sins.  

 

I started to think how easy that would be if we were still in the presence of the light, namely Jesus. It suddenly 

dawned on me that the verses from John’s gospel Jesus were explaining that He would be gone for a while. One 

can only imagine the intense pain this anxiety created for Jesus’ disciples! He’s going away, leaving us alone! 

What are we to do? Our light is being taken away! Tears were inevitable! Jesus was trying to explain not only 

His short-term departure but also He was also trying to prepare them for the longer period that He would be gone 

when He returned to His Father after His resurrection.  

 

The truth is Jesus would never leave His disciples or His believers alone (that includes us). He left the Holy 

Spirit with us to help us continue in the ministry He started. The Holy Spirit is our Comforter, our Guide and the 

giver of gifts to enable our own ministries. While we are to be identified as children of light we are also to be 

lights ourselves. We each have a ministry, no exceptions! We simply cannot hire someone else to do OUR 

ministry. Yes we pay for a pastor, a secretary, a family ministry director and a whole staff of preschool teachers 

to nurture others and us but that doesn’t mean we should forget or forfeit our own ministries. 

 

Ministry has its share of tears…it’s difficult, its time consuming and it’s often messy! (The Devil makes sure of 

that!) Even though we are never alone in our ministry it can get depressing and discouraging if we don’t see 

transformation or acceptance. Please prayerfully consider what ministry God has in mind for you and please 

along the way encourage those actively involved with several ministries at Pilgrim, especially Pastor Jim, 

Jennifer, Peggy, Pastor Arthur and all those actively involved here! They all need your prayers AND support! 

 

Now back to that 2nd Peter reference, you probably thought I forgot! Here Peter writes about the end times and 

he concludes that after all is finished the world will be toast, well that’s not exactly what he says but its close! 

Peter understood the human mind; if the world is going to end up being burned up why bother doing anything! 

Peter then goes on to ask a great question found in 2 Peter 3:11 “Since everything will be destroyed in this way, 

what kind of people ought you to be?” What is YOUR answer? Read 2nd Peter 3 verse 11 all the way to the end 

of the book. The world out there continues to turn its back on God more and more each day; your answer might 

be critical for the salvation of a loved one, a neighbor or a complete stranger.  

 

Get involved; pray that you grow in Him so that you can glow for Him! 
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Meet Darrell S who is on our Board of Elders at Pilgrim Lutheran 

Church. His wife, Ann, is our organist and was profiled in an earlier  

Reflections Newsletter. Read on to learn more about Darrell. 
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Name:  Darrell S  

Birth date:  Sept. 7 

Birth place:  Port Gamble 

Occupation or former occupation before 

retirement: Stockbroker, Boeing buyer, and Fred 

Meyer garden shop and cashier. 

Spouse’s name:  Ann 

Children and/or grandchildren:  Joel and Rachel / 

Shane, Layla and Micah 

Hobbies:  Stock Market – Gardening -Grandchildren 

A little known fact:  My first three years of school 

were in a one room schoolhouse in North Dakota.   

Also, I’m not as tall as I look. But if I had a dollar for 

every time I was asked how tall I am-- I would be a 

wealthy man. 

Favorite scripture verse: Ecclesiastes is my favorite 

book, because it is the wisdom of Solomon.  

Philippians 4: 8 is my favorite verse since it reminds 

me to think positively� 
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Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once talked                                              

about a contest he was asked to judge. The purpose of                                      

the contest was to find the most caring child.  

 

The winner was: A four-year-old child, whose next door neighbor 

was an elderly gentleman, who had recently lost his wife. Upon 

seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the old gentleman's 

yard, climbed onto his lap, and just sat there. When his mother 

asked him what he had said to the neighbor, the little boy just said, 

'Nothing, I just helped him cry.’ 
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���������Gus H & family, peace as they mourn the death of his brother, Tim H, on 2/20/08; 

Sarah W, peace as she recovers from dizzy spells from inflammation of the inner ear;                                               

Tiffanie P, 4, ( preschool student) comfort and total healing from being scalded with boiling water:                            

Shirley R, complete healing, comfort & peace as she receives treatment for recurring cancer; Marlene B, 

healing/restoration as she continues to recover from knee replacement surgery; Sam S, comfort, peace & full 

recovery from treatment of blood clots in his leg; Ed K, comfort & peace as he continues to receive chemo every 

3 weeks for Non- Hodgkin’s Lymphoma;  Dave Croasdill, comfort & peace as he continues to recover at home 

from recent surgery; Haley O, 2, daughter of Jessica W ( preschool staff), comfort & total recovery from brain 

surgery;  Paulette S and her family ( Luis & son, Malachi), comfort, peace & total healing as she recovers from 

surgery to remove a tumor from her auditory nerve on 2/15 at Harborview; Jean W & family, as they mourn the 

loss of her daughter, Ann H, on 2/20/08 after a long battle with cancer. Both Jean and Ann were former 

members of Pilgrim Lutheran Church. 

�

� ��!���"�����Jeanette B, thanksgiving, comfort & peace as she continues her recovery from infection 

 

�������������������
#��
�#
�������$������ Gene C, Sharon E, Aelena E, Nan H, Jon M, Tony P, Jim P 

(Mark & family), Melody P, Blenda P, Alice R, Lida S, Jolene W, Bruni W, Jeri Y 

�

%��� ���Tim H, brother of Gus H; Ann H, daughter of Jean W 

 

���"�������&���������Craig S, serving in Korea�(Ruth Ann, Clinton and Lisa): 

Mele R, serving at Fort Bliss, Texas ( Pastor Jim, Pam and Josh) 

 

As a way to say thank you to those who serve us in the military, look at The Gratitude Campaign at this 

website: http://www.gratitudecampaign.org 
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In April we will be reviewing the offering 

envelopes we order each year. If you have 

any suggestions about envelopes to add or 

envelopes to delete please let me know 

between now and then. 
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Put Your Talents to Use… 

Easter Egg Stuffers, Cookie Makers,                                                 

and Teen & Adult Helpers are needed                                                        

to support this year’s Eggstravaganza!                                                

Please pick up plastic eggs and goodies                                                                  

and/or cookie cutters and recipes in the fellowship 

hall and return completed items by Saturday, 

March 15 at 12pm. Teen & Adult Helpers can 

serve from 12pm – 1pm (set up), 1pm – 2pm 

(overseeing game or craft booth) and/or 2pm – 

3pm (clean up). Please sign-up on the Family 

Ministry board. Speak with Jennifer G if you have 

any questions. 
�

�

Way to Go! 

We congratulate Aaron L (6th grade), 

Audrey S (8th grade), and Liz B (11th 

grade) for completing this year’s 30 Hour 

Famine. Be sure to visit the Family 

Ministry board to learn more about their 

experience and accomplishments. We offer 

many thanks to our Pilgrim family for your 

prayers and financial support. Thank you 

for helping us to save lives! 
�

�

Middle School Gathering 

March 8 – 9 

Grades 6 – 8 

 

Join 75+ middle school youth for an overnight 

adventure with games, bible study, food and fun! 

Discounted cost is $30/person. Speak with Jennifer 

G to see if late registrations are still being accepted 

(based on space availability). 
�

�

Dare 2 Share 

March 14 – 15 

Grades 6 – 12 

Join thousands of teens for a ministry conference 

that features a full-production drama, powerful 

worship, Biblical sessions, hands-on evangelism 

training, interactive games, an afternoon outreach 

experience, and a celebration concert with Hawk 

Nelson. Discounted cost is $25/person. See the 

Family Ministry board for registration forms and 

RSVP to Jennifer G right away. 
�

�

�

Eggstravaganza 

March 15 at 1:00pm 

Ages 0 – 11 

Join us for crafts, story time, cookie decorating, 

and hunting for LOTS of eggs! Be sure to invite 

your friends.  
�

�

Equipping the Next Great Generation 

Leadership Training Workshop 

March 6 – 8 (attend one, two or 3 days) 

Overlake Christian Church (Redmond) 

 

Choose from over 300 workshops in a variety of ministry areas including music & worship, drama, children 

& youth, outreach, technology & media and more. Visit www.nwcec.org for schedule details. Conference 

fees will be covered for anyone wishing to attend trainings in the areas of children & youth. Speak with 

Jennifer G for details. 

Jesus had no servants, yet they called Him Master. 

Had no degree, yet they called Him Teacher. 

Had no medicines, yet they called Him Healer. 

Had no army, yet kings feared Him. 

He won no military battles, yet   

He conquered the world. 

He committed no crime, yet they crucified Him. 

He was buried in a tomb, yet He lives today. 

Feel honored to serve such a Leader who loves us. 

May your troubles be less, your blessings be more and 

nothing but happiness come through your door! 
�
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MARCH, 2008 - WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

Sunday, March 2, 2008 at 8:30 & 11:00am 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

  

Wednesday, March 5, 2008 at 7:00pm 

Lenten Midweek IV 

 

Sunday, March 9, 2008 at 8:30* & 11:00*am 

Fifth Sunday in Lent* 

(Set Clocks ahead one hour late Saturday night) 

  

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 at 7:00pm 

Lenten Midweek V 

 

Sunday, March 16, 2008 at 8:30 & 11:00am 

Palm/Passion Sunday 

 

Thursday, March 20, 2008 at 7:00pm 

Maundy Thursday Worship* 

  

Friday, March 21, 2008 at 12:00 Noon & 7:00pm 

Good Friday 

     12:00 Noon    Tenebrae Worship 

       7:00 PM       Acoustic Drama 

 

Sunday, March 23, 2008 at 9:30*  

Easter Sunday* 

 

Sunday, March 30, 2008 at 9:30 

Second Sunday of Easter 
�
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Movie & Discussion - EXPELLED: No Intelligence Allowed 

Spring 2008  

(Date/Time TBD pending movie release date) 

Grades 6 through Adult 

For decades now, Neo-Darwinism has maintained a stranglehold                                                     

within public education, suppressing all other theories on the origins                                                       

of life - especially those  that hint of a "designer". Students are being bombarded with such 

propaganda throughout their education; despite the fact that MOST Americans do NOT believe 

we're the result of "random chance". Well, FINALLY help is on the way. EXPELLED: No 

Intelligence Allowed, is an upcoming feature film in which host Ben Stein (Ferris Bueller's Day 

Off) goes on a quest to expose the suppression by science's anti-theist elite, and unveil new 

scientific facts that may suggest evidence of intelligent design in the universe. Watch the Family 

Ministry board or contact Jennifer G for information on attending as a group. Visit 

www.expelledthemovie.com to learn more about this film. 
 

�

The Passion Week is coming soon and we need 

voices! 

 
Last year we presented the “For Us He died” acoustic play 

for the Good Friday service. Due to the high number of 

requests we are going to present the acoustic play again 

this year. You might remember the evening, the lights went 

down and we were encouraged to close our eyes while we 

heard the voices and sounds of Christ’s time with His 

disciples in the upper room then on to the garden followed 

by His arrest. Perhaps you remember hearing the heated 

arguments during the trials?  

 

We need volunteers to be the voices and manage the sound 

effects. If you were a voice last year and want to do it again 

or if you feel you would like to help out please contact 

Dave H or Pastor Jim to volunteer! There will be a few 

rehearsals however since you will be reading your lines 

there is no need to memorize anything! Please give 

prayerful consideration, thanks! 
 

�

�

EASTER LILY 

Sign-up sheet is now ready….                                                                

$10.00 donation requested.  Any questions                                                                      

please contact Pat S. 
� �

�

TEACHER ASSISTANT 

position available. 

Please contact Pilgrim 

Lutheran Preschool at                       

425-454-4790 for details. 
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