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Christian Stewardship …… 

"When you care enough to send the very best" is the motto the Hallmark Greeting Card Company has 

used for a long time.  The inference is that when you really want to impress someone you will send a Hallmark 

greeting card.  This year Hallmark will probably once again sell millions of Christmas cards that people will 

send to their relatives, friends and acquaintances. 

"When God cared enough to send His very best," He was not content to merely send a message to us.  

Yes, throughout Old Testament times God did speak to His people through prophets and other spokespersons.  

Sometimes He appeared to His people in visions and dreams.  Other times He sent angel messengers to let 

people know what was in His heart and mind. 

"But when God decided to send His very best," He came in person in His Son, Jesus the Christ, whose 

human birthday we celebrate this month.  "When the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a 

woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive full rights as sons."  (Galatians 

4:4-5)  That's what makes Christmas so special.  That's what makes the name "Immanuel" so special because it 

literally means "God with us."  Jesus is "God with us."  He grew up as a true human being; He spent his life and 

ministry showing how much our Heavenly Father cares about us.  He walked in our shoes and finally took upon 

Himself our sins and carried them with Him to the cross where he offered Himself as the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world.  What a marvelous gift our Savior is!  His coming to be with us was because of 

the grace--that is, the undeserved love--of God. 

Christmas, Good Friday and Easter Sunday together change everything for us!  Through these events 

God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting men's trespasses against them." (2 

Corinthians 5:19)  God could give us no greater Christmas gift than the gift of His only-begotten Son.  Then, 

when His only-begotten Son sat down at His right hand in glory and majesty, God sent us His Holy Spirit to 

bring us to faith in Jesus and to equip us for doing the works of faith.  That's what we call "sanctification" or 

"Christian stewardship."  Our stewardship involves using all we are and have to bring glory to God and 

blessings to others.  When we care enough to send our very best to someone else, how about following God's 

lead and, as we have opportunities, coming in person to give of our time, talents and resources.  Taking time to 

personally be with someone else is often the best gift of all. 

A blessed Christmas to you all!  Strive for excellence in spreading the Christmas joy in every way you 

can! 

Kenneth H, Stewardship Chairman 

 (Material from LCMS) 
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Stewardship Principles 
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In this issue we highlight our beloved leader and pastor, Rev. James V. Rehder. His vision                                                                                                              

and leadership is instrumental in making Pilgrim what it is today and what it will be tomorrow. 
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Next we profile our secretary to the pastor, Peggy P Peggy is instrumental in getting                               

this newsletter out every month. Peggy is one hard working, delightful woman. Get to know                                                                                  

her better. 
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Name: James Vernon R 

Birth Date: December 27 

Birth Place: Madigan General Hospital, located in “rural 

Tacoma” in those days 

Occupation: Our much loved Senior Pastor at Pilgrim Lutheran 

Church 

Spouse: Pam 

Children: Mele (22) and Joshua (11) 

Hobbies: gardening and coaching 

A little known fact: “While living in Hawaii, I once had a 

surprise tour of Jim Nabors’ home by “Gomer Pyle” himself!” 

Favorite Scripture Verse: Colossians 2: 6-7:  So then, just as 

you received Jesus Christ as Lord, continue to live in Him, 

rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you 

were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  

Why this verse is special to me: “This reminds me of the daily 

need to not only commit my life to Jesus but submit my life as 

well.” 

 

Senior Pastor 

�

Secretary to the Pastor 

�

�

Name: Peggy Jeanne P. 

Birth date: July 26,  

Birth place: Centralia, Washington 

Occupation: Church Secretary 

Spouse: deceased 2005 

Children/ Grandchildren: 7 children, 17 grandchildren, 6 

(plus + one due on December 15th) great grandchildren 

Hobbies:  Floristry and needlework 

Little known fact:  I collect movies (mostly musicals) and 

always wanted to be a female detective since I was a little 

girl. 

Favorite Scripture verses: Psalms 139: 13-16 

Why it is special: Because it gives me a sense of assurance 

that God is always with me from my first beginning to my 

very end. 
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