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Reflections 

Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

May 2007 

����   �

 As a child I ate a good deal of cereal.   I ate cereal for Breakfast, an afternoon snack and even as 

dessert.   I looked longingly at the “Wheaties” star portrayed on the box.   “Corn Flakes” was a staple in my 

youthful meal program.   My favorite was Kelloggs “Frosted Flakes!”   Tony the Tiger, in my tank was right.   

“They’re Grrrreat!”   The sugar was already added! 

� As a teenager, I opted for “Captain Crunch,” but a box of “Frosted Flakes” will crunch and munch 

me to reminisce.   What makes a cereal great?    What makes a great teacher, a great leader?   What makes a “great 

game” a great game?   What makes a person great?  What makes a church great?  Most often the answers to the 

above are a matter of individual taste.   What you believe is greatness, may not be great to anyone else!    

� Jesus’ disciples often discussed greatness or at least brought up the subject.  You can read about some 

of their “conversations” and their perspectives in Mark, chapters 8, 9 and 10.   In particular, Mark 9:33 and 34 

finds the disciples arguing about whom was the greatest while traveling on their way to Capernaum!  What did 

Jesus do?   Jesus sat down and brought “the Twelve” together; and he said:  

 “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.” 

 (Mark 9:35) 

� To be great is to serve. To serve is to be great!  A great person is a serving person; a serving person is 

a great person!   By that definition, a great church is a serving church; and a serving church is a great church! 

� How’s your serving?   How’s our serving? 

� I believe that the dynamic, the characteristic thing that will ultimately identify Pilgrim Lutheran 

Church as a great church is our service and ministry individually and together.   In the language of Jesus it is not 

just about our size, it is about our service.  In the language of Jesus, it is not just about membership, it is about 

ministry.   In the language of Jesus, it is not just about denomination; it is about discipleship.    

� Pilgrim is a great place to be a part of.   If you are serious about service, claim your part in our 

collective mission, we need you.  It is not just about serving “us,” but it is about serving “others” who are not “us.”   

There are a whole host of serving opportunities right here, right now!    

� Martin Luther once wrote the following: “The Christian is most free lord of all, subject to none and 

most dutiful servant of all, subject to all.”   Martin Luther King, Jr. echoed, “Everyone can be great because 

everyone can serve.”    We are called to serve!  Serve where you are planted, to those you see daily, within your 

community, but not let us forget there is a huge, hungry and hurting world out there! 

� Our vision statement here at Pilgrim is: “To be an enthused and discipled community and church, 

marked by the grace of God, mastered by the love of Jesus, and moved by the power of the Holy Spirit.”    

� Why?  Why enthused, discipled, marked, mastered and moved?  To serve of course!  “If anyone wants 

to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.”   Jesus, (Mark 9:35).  TO BE GREAT IS TO SERVE!  

TO SERVE IS TO BE GREAT!   

 

God bless your service, in Jesus’ name,  
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Stewardship Principle IV.  GOD'S STEWARDS ARE UNIQUELY SINGULAR, YET PROFOUNDLY PLURAL. 
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From the Church Council we bring you our President and Vice President.                              

Get to know Bill and Jeremy better! 
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Name: William “Bill” A. 

Birth Date: February 12 

Birth Place: Elm Creek, Nebraska 

Occupation before retirement: Financial Services for Aid 

Association for Lutherans 

Spouse: Barbara “Barb” A. 

Children/ Grandchildren: 15 grandchildren. 1 great 

grandchild 

Hobbies: Woodworking, Golf, Hunting 

A little know fact about Bill is that he is committed to the 

work of the Holy Spirit. 

Favorite Scripture verse: Matthew 28:20. My vocation! 

 

�

�

Our Congregational President 

Our Congregational Vice President 

�Name: Jeremy M. B. 

Birth date: April 9 

Birth place: Bettendorf, Iowa 

Occupation: Financial Planner 

Spouse’s name: Megann B 

Children: None yet 

Hobbies: Playing and coaching soccer 

A little known fact: I spent two summers in Buena Vista, 

Colorado working with families at Young Life Camp. 

Favorite Scripture Verse: Romans 8:38-39. Special to me 

because it was my confirmation verse, chosen because it 

gives us hope that if we believe in Christ, the Lord won’t let 

anything separates us from His Love. 
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HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

 Tell His glory among the nations; among all peoples, His wondrous deeds. 1 Chronicles 16:24. 

 Transition 4: Congregations have different purposes. As we examine this topic this month I'm reminded of 

"Our Mission Statement" which Pastor Rehder desires to be published in our weekly worship service bulletins and it is as 

follows: By the power of the Holy Spirit And instructed through God's Word, Pilgrim's mission is Knowing Christ; 

Growing in Christ; and Sharing Christ with all people". 

 The fundamental purpose of congregations in the churched society was to help believers become better believers. 

Members were interested in unchurched people, but primarily within the context of activities designed for members. 

Congregations spent the majority of their time and resources nurturing the social and spiritual life of their current 

members. 

 Regional and national expressions of denominations delivered faith strengthening activities for existing 

congregation members. Denominations designed education programs for children, youth, and adults. The programs 

focused on the needs and desires of current members of congregations. 

 Everyone tied participation in a congregation to the presence or absence of faith. If Grace or William were not 

members of any congregation, it was assumed they lacked faith in Christ. Grace and William were welcome to visit a 

congregation. If they fit in with the members, they could join. The congregation was not responsible for finding ways to 

help them fit in. If Grace and William stayed away, it must be because they had rejected the work of the Holy Spirit. 

 Congregations functioning in the unchurched society continue to help believers become better believers. However, 

they use substantially different methods. These congregations have modified their definition of themselves and work hard 

to reach beyond their current members. While paying attention to members' faith development, these congregations 

actively seek ways to extend that love to others. 

 Congregations functioning in the unchurched society adopt different methods of communicating with unchurched 

people. For example, current members may use terms like narthex and sanctuary. Outsiders like William and Grace may 

not know those terms. Congregations reaching out to William and Grace are willing to use terms like hallway and worship 

center. The specific terms are different, but the meaning is the same. 

 Congregations that bring large numbers of people into membership are exposed to ridicule and abuse by people 

from other churches. These outreach-oriented congregations find enough joy in our Lord's Great Commission that they are 

able to continue their work, despite brutal comments from their critics. 

 Congregations that function well in the unchurched society see themselves as reaching out to broken and hurting 

people with the healing message. How they communicate with their members is substantially different from the way they 

communicate with unchurched people. 

 Barb and I are still enjoying visiting members of Pilgrim and with 40 plus member households visited we feel 

there is a real concern for needed growth spiritually as well as numerically. We will continue to keep you abreast of 

congregational concerns. In the meantime "is the focus of Pilgrim's ministry to current members” or “is the focus on 

reaching out with a healing Jesus to broken and hurting people, especially non-members”? Again this subject material is 

quoted from the book "In Search of The Unchurched" by Alan Klaas.  Next month we will attack the issue of the "THE 

MISSION FIELD HAS MOVED"! Until then God Bless Our Congregation! ! ! ! ! 

 

Bill A. 

Congregational President  
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Summer Mission Trip 

August 17 - 24, 2007 

Makah Indian Reservation 

Neah Bay, WA 

Grades 6 - 12 

Join youth from several area LCMS churches for a 

week serving at the Makah Indian Reservation. We 

will be helping with VBS for elementary children, 

painting a church and assisting with setting up a 

Montessori school. With fundraising, out-of-pocket 

expenses should be low. Friends are welcome to join 

us. Be sure to submit an interest form (available on the 

Family Ministry board) to Jennifer G. right away! 
�

�

MAY, 2007 - WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday, May 6, 2007 at 8:30 & 11:00am 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

� �

Sunday, May 13, 2007 at 8:30* & 

11:00*am 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day 

� �

Sunday, May 20, 2007 at 9:30am 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Voter’s Meeting after Worship 

Refreshment provided by Elders 

Sunday, May 27, 2007 at 8:30*am & 

11:00*am 

Pentecost Sunday  

 

 

 *   Indicates Holy Communion Worship 
�

 

MARCH/APRIL 2007 OFFICIAL ACTS 
 

ADULT BAPTISMS (1) 

 

+  Adam Lewis B. ; Sunday, April 8, 2007 

 

 

CHILD BAPTISMS (3) 

 

+ Kate Olivia W. , daughter of James and Rachelle W. ;   

 Saturday, March 31, 2007 

+ Jacob Lewis B., infant son of Adam and Peggy B.;  

             Sunday, April 8, 2007 

+ Aelena Christiane E. , infant daughter of Chris and Sepi E. ;  

 Sunday, April 8, 2007 

 

�

�

Adult Bible Study Opportunities 
� 9:45 A.M. Sundays in Fellowship Hall                               

 Subject: Book of Acts 

� 10:30 A.M. Wednesdays in  Childcare/Lounge                                              

Subject: 1 Peter beings in May. Psalms 

finishing in April. 

 

 
�

Thank you to all who purchased 
Easter lilies. The sanctuary was 
very beautiful. 

The flower chart is filled for the 
year. Thank you! 

Thank you to Scott S.  and Don S. 
for the cross draping during the 
Lenten season. All three were 
gorgeous. 

-Altar Guild 
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In honor of Mother’s Day, I give you a poem from the 1960’s. Times may have changed, but the  

message still rings true. Read and enjoy it as I have all these years. 

 

 

"The Meanest Mother" 

 

     I had the meanest mother in the whole world.  While other kids ate candy for breakfast, I had to have cereal, eggs or 

toast. When others had cokes and candy for lunch, I had to eat a sandwich.  As you can 

guess, my supper was different than the other kids' also. 

     But at least, I wasn't alone in my sufferings.  My sister and two brothers had the same mean mother as I did. 

     My mother insisted upon knowing where we were at all times.   You'd think we were on a chain gang.  She had to know 

who our friends were and where we were going.  She insisted if we said we'd be gone an hour, that we be gone one hour or 

less--not one hour and one minute. I am nearly ashamed to admit it, but she actually struck us.  Not once, but each time we 

had a mind of our own and did as we pleased.  That poor belt was used more on our seats than it was to hold up Daddy's 

pants.  Can you imagine someone actually hitting a child just because he disobeyed?  Now you can begin to see how mean 

she really was. 

   We had to wear clean clothes and take a bath.  The other kids always wore their clothes for days.  We reached the height 

of insults because she made our clothes herself, just to save money.  Why, oh why, did we have to have a mother who 

made us feel different from our friends? 

    The worst is yet to come.  We had to be in bed by nine each night and up at eight the next morning.  We couldn't sleep 

till noon like our friends.  So while they slept-my mother actually had the nerve to break the child-labor law.  She made us 

work.  We had to wash dishes, make beds, learn to cook and all sorts of cruel things.  I believe she laid awake at night 

thinking up mean things to do to us. 

     She always insisted upon us telling the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, even if it killed us- and it nearly 

did. 

     By the time we were teen-agers, she was much wiser, and our life became even more unbearable.  None of this tooting 

the horn of a car for us to come running.  She embarrassed us to no end by making our dates and friends come to the door 

to get us.  If I spent the night with a girlfriend, can you imagine she checked on me to see if I were really there?  I never 

had the chance to elope to Mexico.  That is if I'd had a boyfriend to elope with. I forgot to mention, while my friends were 

dating at the mature age of 12 and 13, my old fashioned mother refused to let me date until the age of 15 and 16.  Fifteen, 

that is, if you dated only to go to a school function.  And that was maybe twice a year. 

   Through the years, things didn't improve a bit.  We could not lie in bed; "sick" like our friends did, and miss school.  If 

our friends had a toe ache, a hang nail or serious ailment, they could stay home from school.  Our marks in school had to 

be up to par.  Our friends' report cards had beautiful colors on them, black for passing, red for failing.  My mother being as 

different as she was would settle for nothing less than ugly black marks. 

      As the years rolled by, first one and then the other of us was put to shame.  We were graduated from high school.   

With our mother behind us, talking, hitting and demanding respect, none of us was allowed the pleasure of being a drop-

out. 

     My mother was a complete failure as a mother.  Out of four children, a couple of us attained some higher education.  

None of us have ever been arrested, divorced or beaten his mate.   Each of my brothers served his time in the service of this 

country.  And whom do we have to blame for the terrible way we turned out?  You're right, our mean mother.  Look at the 

things we missed.  We never got to march in a protest parade, or to take part in a riot, burn draft cards, and a million and 

one other things that our friends did. She forced us to grow up into God-fearing, educated, honest adults. 

      Using this as a background, I am trying to raise my three children.  I stand a little taller and I am filled with pride when 

my children call me mean. Because, you see, I thank God, He gave me the meanest  mother in the whole world. 

 

written by Bobbie Pingaro (1967) 
�
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Congregations for the Homeless 
Men’s Shelter Program 
During the month of May, we will be collecting non-
perishable items for breakfasts for 25 men who will be 
housed at Christ the King in Bellevue during the month     
of June. Donations need to be at Pilgrim by May 31st. 
Suggested items include juice boxes, fruit cups with pop 
tops, and granola bars. All items need to be individually 
wrapped, as the men take sack breakfasts with them to their 
jobs. Opportunities to bring and serve dinners during the 
month of June are also available. Check the Family 
Ministry board for a detailed list of needs, or speak with 
Jennifer G. Thank you for taking the time to reach out to 
those in need in our community. 
 

Join Hands Day 
Saturday, May 5 
7:30am - 7:30pm 
All Ages 
Join 100+ local youth and adults for this national day of 
service. We will be completing a number of improvement 
projects (such as painting, building, landscaping & 
cleaning) at Camp Lutherwood in Bellingham. A signed 
permission slip is required for those attending without a 
parent/guardian. This event is FREE, and you’ll get a nifty 
t-shirt for participating! Speak with Jennifer G or visit the 
Family Ministry board to sign-up. 

�

�

Family Camping Trip 
July 13 - 15, 2007 
All Ages 
Join us for a weekend of tent camping at 
Valley Camp (in North Bend). Facilities 
include bathrooms with hot showers, a 
community fire pit, hiking trails, a 
playground, and large sports fields. Cost is 
$10/night per family. Please R.S.V.P. to 
Jennifer G. to aide in making reservations. 
Invite your friends!  
 

�

Creation Festival 
July 25 - 28, 2007 
Gorge Amphitheater 
All Ages 
Join us for the nation’s largest Christian Music 
Festival! Activities include camping, concerts, 
worship, games, and so much more! R.S.V.P. to 
Jennifer G by July 1. Tickets are $116 (ages 12 
and over) and $69 (ages 6 - 11). Scholarships are 
available! Visit www.creationfest.com/nw for 
more information. 
�

�

Community Potluck/ 
VBS Kick-off Party 
Sunday, July 29 
Following One Worship at 9:30am 
All ages are invited to join us for food, 
fellowship and LOTS of fun! 
 

Vacation Bible School 
July 30 - August 3, 2007 
Ages 3 - 11 
This year’s VBS theme is Quest for Truth - Jesus: 
The Way, The Truth, The Life. Mark your calendars 
now to join us! Registration information will be 
available soon. 
 
Teen & Adult Volunteers Needed for VBS!!! 
Volunteers can help with drama, crafts, games, 
music, snacks, and more. Leadership and assistant 
positions are available. Please let Jennifer know of 
your availability and interest areas soon. 
�

�

�

�

�


