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Things Above!

“Since then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right
hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.”
Colossians 3:1-4, NIV

Paul, by inspiration of God, urges the Colossians, and us, to center on “things above” rather than “earthly
things”. But this does not mean that “earthly things” don’t matter. They do!

When Paul writes “set your hearts on things above” or “set your minds on things above” is not the challenge to
make Christ the center of our lives: His life, His resurrection, His teaching and His will? Is it not saying that
whenever everything said and done, is said and done, all that really matters is Jesus who is the Lord and Savior?

I would say “yes” to both the above!

It is precisely because heavenly things matter that earthly things matter a great deal also. Reading Colossians
3:5-4:6 affirms that how we live in the “daily life” is essential and does make a difference. Godly character is
translated into Godly conduct. Firm belief gives way to faithful behavior that glorifies God and benefits others.
How we handle our “earthly affairs” like time, finances, relationships, friendships, commitments and recreation

reflects what we value most in life.

What | pray we value most of all is our relationship to Jesus - the Way, the Truth and the Life!! Above all is
Christ.

Christ is all,

Pastor Jim
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[ Get to know your Pilgrim Leadership
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Eggstravganza @f
Saturday, March 31 at 1:00pm 2 f/
Ages1-11 /

The Annual Egg Hunt at Pilgrim is fast approaching!
Kids are invited to join us for an afternoon of crafts,
worship, cookie decorating, and of course hunting for
eggs! Service opportunities for all ages and skill
levels include: stuffing eggs, baking cookies, event
promotion, craft prep, and day of event assistance.
Please see the Family Ministry board or speak with
Jennifer G. to get involved.
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Rick Steves Presents Europe Through the Back Door
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About LATCH

Lutheran Alliance to Create Housing (LATCH) is a
coalition of 33 Puget Sound area Lutheran
congregations. Our Mission: We build safe and
nurturing communities that recognize the right to
affordable housing, the importance of self-
determination, and the value of mutual respect. We
work collaboratively to develop and maintain housing,
create resident-managed rental cooperatives, and
advocate for public policies that address the needs of
our communities. Our offices are located at 8757 15"
Ave. NW, Seattle, W A 98117. Contact us at 206-789-
1536, and visit us at www.latch.org.

Preteen Girls’ Nite

Friday, March 23 (time TBD)

Grades5 & 6

Join us for an evening of boy-free fun! We will be hanging out with
girls from other local churches for fellowship and laughter. Watch for
more details coming soon.




Dear Friends of Pilgrim Lutheran Church,

The peace of the Lord be with you.

By the time you read this article, I will have been in Grand Rapids two months. The weather conditions broke me in gradually and then
came on with full force. The weekend of the worst storm, every church and any events that were scheduled were cancelled, except the
Car Show at the DeVos Center and people were going out to go to it. | was very glad to stay in my apartment and watch the storm out
my window.

Thank you for the very generous financial gift. Your generosity assisted me with starting new here. I did not bring many of the basics
and of course had to go grocery shopping. | am eating more than M & M’s.

I am in a cozy 2 bedroom apartment in a 4-plex. | am 12 miles from church but traffic out here is not at all like Seattle. On a weekday |
can be to church in 20 minutes, if | drive. With the weather, | have been riding the bus., leaving the driving to the bus drivers.

The members of Immanuel have been very receptive to me. There are very few in the congregation who are not related to someone in
the congregation. There are 2 families with at least 6 family units related to each other. The job is good. There is a Senior Pastor, the
office administrator, the Director of Youth, the Director of Music, the Director of Outreach, Service, and VVolunteers (she has been on
staff the longest), and the custodian.

Again, thank you for the gift. All of you are in my prayers. (I will let you know how | am doing when “Spring” comes.)

In His Service,
Deaconess Ruth Ann S. Join Hands Day
Saturday, May 5" (time TBD)
Watch for details coming soon about how you
can get involved in this national day of
volunteering that brings youth and adults together
Outreach to improve their communities. This event is
sponsored in part by Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans.

Qutreac Missions

An exciting new committee has just formed at Pilgrim, and you’re invited and asked to join it! Tentatively called the
Outreach and Missions Committee (the name will be finalized once the mission statement is pinpointed), this group met for
the first time in February to talk about what the words Outreach, Evangelism, and Missions mean to Pilgrim Lutheran now,
and what they should mean, look like and be in the future. Many different definitions and thoughts were shared, but one
topic was of universal concern: Prayer.

That might seem obvious, that of course we pray. But maybe we can be more intentional with our prayer. More
frequent. Maybe we can pray in different ways.

A Global Day of Prayer is coming up for Burma on March 11" and, later in the spring, a National Day of Prayer.
With the leadership of this new committee, Pilgrim will participate in both of these days of prayer, hoping that everyone at
the church will be involved. To be prepared, a workshop/seminar on prayer is being planned. We’d like to explore new
ways to pray and how to lead a more prayerful life. The details of this event will be forthcoming, and please keep an eye
out for them! We hope you’ll be there.

The transformation possible through prayer is exciting; for our church, for our community and for our world.

Please consider bringing your ideas on outreach to the next meeting: Sunday, March 4™ or the one after that on March 22".
For more information, contact the committee chair, Pam R.







