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Lenten Springtime 
 

Lent begins on February 21st. We will gather for our annual Ash Wednesday worship on 

February 21st as we begin our journey with Jesus to Jerusalem, the Cross and then to the 

empty tomb on Easter Sunday. 

 

Our word “lent” comes from the old English “lencten” which literally means 

“lengthening of days” In other words, during the season of Lent, we move from more and 

more darkness to more and more light 

 

As we conclude the season of Epiphany and enter the season of Lenten Springtime we 

see more and more signs of new life. Bushes and trees begin to bud and soon will 

blossom. We begin to anticipate, with much eager joy, the bloom of tulips and daffodils. 

 

The season of Lent is filled with opportunity to strengthen our faith and trust in Christ 

and resolve to live our lives His way. 

 

So during the time of Lenten Springtime, let us resolve to grow as we are more and more 

blessed with the dawning of more and more light. 

 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness 

but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

 

During this time of Lent, let us be filled with “the light of life”. 

 

As Jesus is the Way, may our complete trust be in Him alone. 

 

In Christ, the best place to be, 

 

Rev. James, Pastor 
�
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************************************************************************ 

Reflections is highlighting two of Pilgrim’s Leaders in this issue. Our hope                       

is we will get to know each other better through this series. 
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Name: Kevin  

Birth place: Bellevue at Overlake Hospital 

Occupation: I am Owner of J.C.  Sales, a family owned business 

Wife's Name: Tamara Children: Hailey and Jacob 

Interests:  Softball, Hunting and Fishing 

Favorite Scripture: Psalm 23 

A little known fact is that I am fortunate enough to live and raise my 

family in the same house that I was born in.. 

Other service at Pilgrim: Usher, Counter, Elder 

�

�

�

Name: Wayne  

 

Birthplace: Renton, Washington 

Occupation: Architect 

Spouse: Yvonne Children: Renee, Aaron, Paulette 

Grandchildren: Tristan (Renee’s son) and Malachi                                             

(Paulette’s son)  

Hobbies: Enjoying Grandchildren, movies and building 

remodel 

Favorite Bible Verses: John 3:16; Matthew 28:20 

A little known fact is I was born at the old Renton 

Hospital. McLendon Hardware is there now. 

Other service at Pilgrim: Counter, Sunday School 

Teacher, Elder (2nd term), Usher 
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The Sharehouse Annual Blanket Drive 

 

Annual blanket drive for The Sharehouse will begin in 

January. There are great sales going on now. All size 

blankets including baby blankets are welcome … even gently 

used blankets. We will gather the blankets in the fellowship 

hall, but not until January as there is not room at this time. 

 

About The Sharehouse: families who are in transition 

usually have very little worldly goods. When we delivered 

our blankets last year (67), they were completely out of all 

donations. It would be great to be able to deliver 100 

blankets next February..    Thank you! 

Check out The Sharehouse at: http://www.thesharehouse.org Deadline for articles for the March Reflections 

will be February18, 2007. Please email articles 

to: or place them in the Reflections newsletter 

box in the Fellowship Hall. 

- - Tom and Pam Traxel 

�

 “I have a dream that my four little children will one day 
live in a nation where they will not be judged by the 
color of their skin but by the content of their character.” 

- - quoted from the famous “I have a dream” speech. 
Martin Luther King Jr., gave this speech on the steps of 
the Lincoln Memorial on August 28th, 1963. 

�

�

February 19th 

�

�
February 14th 

 

“For God so loVed the world, 

         that He gAve 

              His onLy 

              begottEn 

                   SoN 

                       That whosoever 

        believeth In Him 

            should Not perish, 

         but have Everlasting life." 

 

                    John 3:16 
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The 2007 Flower Chart is now in place in 

the narthex. Please sign up for your special 

dates. Use the flower envelopes next to the 

chart for your payment. Don’t forget to 

bring back the flower containers. You may 

leave it on the shelf above the coat rack. No 

need to remove the oasis as it is reused. 

Family Snow Tubing Trip (at the Summit at Snoqualmie) 

Sunday, January 28
th

 from 12:00pm - 5:00pm (session 

runs from 1:30pm - 3:30pm) 

All ages are invited to join us for an afternoon of inner tubing 

fun! Cost is $10/person. Please sign-up on the Family Ministry 

board by Sunday, January 21
st
 so that we can finalize our 

group reservation. Please indicate how many adult (ages 13+) 

and youth (ages 6-12) tickets you will need, as well as if you 

are available to drive. Children 5 and under are free. See 

Jennifer Gruner with any questions. Participants are 

responsible for providing their own lunch. A signed liability 

release form is also required for all participants, and is 

available on the Family Ministry board��

Parents’ Night Out has been rescheduled for 

Friday, February 16
th

 from 5:30 – 9:00pm. 

Registration will begin online Monday, February 

5
th
. Adult and teen volunteers are needed to assist 

small groups of children with dinner, crafts, 

games and more. Shifts are from 5:15 – 7:15pm 

and 7:15 – 9:15pm. Please sign-up on the Family 

Ministry board or contact Jennifer  for additional 

information 

Elementary Retreat at Camp 

Lutherwood 

February 9 – 10 

Grades 1 – 5 

Join local elementary youth for an 

overnight adventure including games, 

campfire, Bible study, ropes course, 

archery, sleeping in cabins and much 

more! Cost is $35/youth. We will depart 

Pilgrim around 4:00pm on Friday and 

return around 9:00pm on Saturday. 

Registration forms and additional 

information are available at the Family 

Ministry board. Please see Jennifer  with 

questions 

2007 Women’s Event at Community of Christ at St. Luke’s 

Saturday, February 3
rd

 from 8:30am – 3:00pm 

Ladies are invited to a variety of workshops for the mind, body 

and soul at St. Luke’s in Federal Way. Topics range from prayer 

journaling, to living with your teen, to learning about your 

digital camera. Cost is $20 person. Registration forms and 

workshop details are available on the Family Ministry board 

30 Hour Famine 

February 23
rd

 – 24
th

  

Grades 6-12 

Youth are encouraged to join the 

international movement to fight hunger and 

enable long-term changes in impoverished 

communities around the world. Participants 

spend 30 hours abstaining from food while 

they learn about the causes of poverty and 

participate in community service. Funds 

raised are used to assist children and families 

in need both domestically and internationally. 

This year, we will again be joining King of 

Kings in Renton, along with additional local 

churches for an overnight learning 

experience. Watch the Family Ministry board 

or see Jennifer  for additional information� 

�

Attention Parents of College Students & 

Young Adults 

We would like to send care packs to our 

young adults who are away from home. 

Please provide your student’s current mailing 

address to Jennifer  by Sunday, January 28
th

. 

Thank you! 

�

Care Pack Donations Needed 

We will be sending care packs to our 

college students and young adults who 

are away from home. Please bring 

appropriate donations (i.e. snack foods 

and munchies) to the fellowship hall 

by Sunday, February 4
th

. Thank you! 
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Stewardship January 2007 

 

“Maturing stewards make the most of new starts.” 

 

St. Paul wrote the following words in 2 Corinthians 5:17:  “Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”  What a 

marvelous thought for Christian stewards entering into a New Year. 

 

2006 is gone and with it go the failures and sins of the past.  Yes, they remain in our 

memories and can provide us with good lessons of life as we look to the future, but the 

real good news is that we have a fresh new start, and maturing stewards make the most 

of each new start. 

 

The first of the eight LCMS Biblical Stewardship Principles states that “God’s stewards 

are God’s stewards,” and one of the implications of this principle is that we have the 

privilege of being reminded and of reminding one another that “we are God’s new 

creations each day.”  By the way, the eight Biblical Stewardship Principles provide 

good Biblical thoughts for study and reflection.  We will be covering each of the eight 

Principles in subsequent Reflections. The meaning of the first Principle and the 

reference Bible verses are presented below.  

 

A new year reminds us of God’s gift of time and points us to Scripture passages like 

Psalm 90:12 (Today’s English Version):  “Teach us how short our life is, so that we 

may become wise.”  Galatians 6:10 (NIV) provides these words of encouragement:  

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 

those who belong to the family of believers.” 

 

Yes, the past is gone and the future is not yet ours even though it holds out hope.  What 

we have with each new year and day is the present and God’s forgiveness and strength 

to live renewed lives, using all of life and life’s resources to give glory to God and provide 

blessings to those around us. 

 

There’s an old poem that talks about two people riding in a covered wagon—one was in 

the front looking forward and one was in the back looking behind.  Both people were in 

the same place, but their perspectives were very different.  As new creations in Christ 

we, like St. Paul, adopt the motto: “forgetting what is behind and straining toward 

what is ahead, we press on with the goal to win the prize for which God has called 

us heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 3:13-14). 

 

Happy New Year, maturing Christian stewards, and May God bless you richly as 

you say and do those things that honor him and bless others! 

 

Ken , Stewardship Chairman 

 

 

*above material from LCMS Stewardship website 
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What does this mean? 

 

God's stewards are stewards by virtue of creation and their re-creation in Holy Baptism; therefore, 

they belong to the Lord. 

 

What does God's Word say about this? 

 

Gen. 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

 

Is. 43:1 But now, this is what the Lord says--he who created you, O Jacob, he who 

formed you, O Israel:  fear not, for I have redeemed you.  I have summoned you 

by name; you are mine.  (cf. 43:1-3a) 

 

Rom. 6:4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 

live a new life.  (cf. 6:1-11)  

 

2 Cor. 5:16-17 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.  Though we 

once regarded Christ in this way, we do so longer.  Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  (cf. 5:14-17) 

 

Eph. 2:8-10 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God--not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we 

are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do. 
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Current Family Ministry Needs 

Please visit the Family Ministry board to learn how 

you can be an active partner in ministering to the 

children and families of our church, preschool and 

community. Come find the opportunity that best 

matches your giftedness and time availability. Short-

term and ongoing options are available. 

Opportunities are available for a large variety of 

interest and skill levels, including scrap booking, 

kitchen assistance, and technological needs. 

Whether working behind the scenes or on the front 

lines, your service will make a difference. Thank you 

for your partnership in Family Ministry! 

�

Partners for Nurture Training & Walk Thru the Old 

Testament Seminar 

Saturday, January 27
th

 from 8:00am - 4:30 pm at Trinity 

Lutheran College 

Choose from over 30 workshops focusing on the various 

aspects of Christian Education, including Basic Teaching 

Practices for All Ages, Lutheranism Today, and Mission 

Trips for All Ages. Also offered will be A Walk Thru the 

Old Testament seminar. Registration cost is now $45/person 

(includes lunch). Confirmation students can attend the Walk 

Thru the Old Testament seminar for only $15. Additional 

information about this event is available online at 

www.tlc.edu/partners Please contact Jennifer  if you are 

interested in carpooling. 
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BLESSED NEW YEAR TO EACH OF YOU!  

In this new year of 2007, I would like to introduce you to a concept I believe is indicative of our 

congregation and the challenges we face. I will be using exact wording from the book “In Search 

of the Unchurched” by Alan Klaas. There are several great articles which I believe address our 

congregation. Each month I will bring one of these articles to you. I pray you will find these 

articles meaningful and challenging.  

“Change”  

How do you feel when you hear the word “change”? Some of us feel pleased and eager. Some of 

us feel angry and entrenched. Most of us are a bit leery.  

Bill Bridge’s masterful book on dealing with change, “Transitions:  

Making Sense of Life’s Changes, uses a different word---“transition.” For many of us change 

means” revolution”. Transition, on the other hand tends to imply “evolution”. Change usually 

implies stress, whereas transition sounds more natural, smooth, and is a helpful, almost soothing 

term for an unsettling experience.  

In these and future articles I will illustrate the key functional differences between what used to be 

true and what is true now. In this article we will examine the first “transition”.  

Transition 1: We have shifted from a churched society to an unchurched society.  

Loren Mead’s book, “The Once and Future Church”, describes aspects of the “Christendom Era.” 

From A.D. 315 until the 1970’s or 1980’s, the Christian church was heavily entwined with 

society as a whole.  

Emperor Constantine proclaimed Christianity to be an acceptable religion of the empire. Purges, 

crucifixions, and one-sided bouts with lions came to an end. Overt persecution of Christians 

ended. The Middle Ages saw church and society more fully merged. The last few centuries have 

witnessed close relationships between the church and society.  

In the United States, we put “In God We Trust” on our money. A public school day often started 

with a word of prayer. A community celebrated the Christmas season with a Nativity Scene in a 

public park.  

Mead’s book goes on to describe the transition to the “post Christendom Era” in the 1970’s or 

1980’s. The exact date of the transition is different in various parts of the country, within 

individual congregations, and in the minds of individual people. The exact transition date is not 

important, but the reality of transition is critical.  

The relationship between church and society is not what it was twenty years ago. Teachers 

starting the public school day with a word of prayer lose their jobs. Communities cannot afford 

the legal fees they would have to pay to defend celebrating Christmas with a nativity scene in a 

public park. Everyone can cite a substantial list of ways Christianity has become separated from 

society.  

Next month I will address another “transition.” Until then God Bless Our Congregation!!!!!  

 

Bill,  Congregational President 
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Upcoming Events – See the Family Ministry Board for Details 
 

Partners for Nurure & Walk Thru the OT – Saturday, January 27th from 8:00am – 4:30pm 
Snow Tubing – Sunday, January 28th from 12:00 – 5:00pm – All ages 
Elementary Retreat at Camp Lutherwood – February 9th – 10th – Grades 1 – 5 
Parents’ Night Out – Friday, February 16th from 5:30 – 9:00pm – Ages 0 – 11 
30 Hour Famine – February 23rd – 24th – Grades 6 – 12                                                                             
NW LCMS Middle School Retreat – March 17th – 18th – Grades 6 – 8 
Northwest Christian Education Conference – March 22nd – 24th 
Eggstravaganza – Saturday, March 31st – Ages 2 – 11 
Join Hands Day – Saturday, May 5th – All ages 
Women’s Retreat at Cannon Beach – May 18th – 20th 
Family Camping at Valley Camp – July 13th – 15th – All ages 
Creation Festival – July 25th – 28th – All ages 
VBS Kick-off – July 29th – All ages 
VBS – July 30th – August 3rd – Ages 3 – 11 
Youth Mission Trip at Makah Reservation in Neah Bay, WA – TBD – Grades 6 – 12  
�

�

Family 
Ministry 

“Now you are the body of Christ and each one of you is a part of it.”  1 
Corinthians 12:27 
 
The Preschool team…We are a team of God’s people working together.  In 
our Preschool we are just that, the body of Christ working together.  The 
body of Christ in our setting includes the children, parents, grandparents, 
brothers and sisters, relatives, friends, the teaching staff, and members of the 
congregation.  As the body of Christ, we are deeply involved with one 
another. During a school day children and teachers play, work, talk, think, 
invent, listen and support one another, create, worship, forgive, and share 
ideas.  Their experiences together are shared with family members and 
member of the congregation who are encouraged to visit and participate in 
the learning and growing. We are all necessary for the body of Christ to work 
together successfully. 
 
This month Pilgrim Preschool begins registering students for next year.  We 
have six classrooms with 10 classes to choose from. Blessings abound as we 
receive returning students and welcome new families to our team.  We are 
also blessed to have all of our head teachers returning to teach at our school 
next year. 
�
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Stuck at home? Snowed in? Roads too slippery to venture out? Recovering from a cold or the flu? Here are some 
websites that may amuse, entertain and/or provide you some new things to ponder.  

·  http://www.lcms.org/  Lutheran Church Missouri Synod’s official website 
·  http://www.zillow.com/  Here you can see what your house is worth  
·  http://oldlutheran.com/  This website even has a humor and recipe section 
·  http://www.snopes.com/  This website addresses urban legends and hoaxes. 
·  http://www.rootsweb.com/  This is a free genealogy ( study of ones family tree) website 
·  http://www.biblegateway.com/  This is a place where you can look up the bible verse you can’t                      

locate on your own 
 


